ALL THE RIGHT INGREDIENTS
On the eastern shore of Lake Michigan in one of the most agriculturally
dense regions of the country, Muskegon County has all the right
ingredients to make it a food processing powerhouse.

FRUITS, VEGETABLES, GRAINS
AND DAIRY GALORE
With strategic access to prime fruit and vegetable
growers and proximity to dairies, crop farmers and
other agricultural suppliers, Muskegon County puts
food processors close to the source. Companies can
tap into the output of 500 farms in the county and
more than 3,600 farms in a four-county area. Apples,
blueberries, cherries and cucumbers are among the
area’s top crops, along with milk and grains, most of
which is currently being exported out of the county.

BREWERIES AND DISTILLERIES ON THE RISE
The rapid success of Muskegon’s Pigeon Hill Brewery,
Unruly Brewing Company, Fetch Brewing Company,
Bardic Wells Meadery and 18th Amendment Spirits
Company are testament to the area’s attraction for
breweries and distilleries. The raw materials, the
workforce, the right real estate at affordable costs
and loyal and thirsty local patrons have given these
companies the boost they need to prosper and
grown in Muskegon County.

ABUNDANT FRESH, POTABLE WATER AND
WASTEWATER CAPACITY
Muskegon County offers food processors unrivalled
access to plentiful fresh water from Lake Michigan
and an underutilized wastewater treatment system.
The county’s massive land-application treatment facility
can provide companies up to 30 million gallons per
day (MGD) of excess capacity, with low wastewater
charges and low surcharge rates for high-strength
wastes – all in an environmentally-friendly way that
can cut production costs.

AFFORDABLE UTILITIES AND REAL ESTATE
For food processors, utilities are cost-effective in
Muskegon County and there’s a growing renewable
energy sector that aligns with many food processors’
goals. Likewise, land is affordable and flat – prime
for development – and there are a number existing
buildings and industrial parks that offer other
attractive options for food processors big and small.

GOOD LOGISTICS AND DISTRIBUTION
At the intersection of I-96 and Route 31 that runs
along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, Muskegon
County is well-positioned for the distribution of raw
materials and finished food products. A deep-water
port in Muskegon Lake, through a connecting channel
to Lake Michigan, offers the potential for cross-lake
shipping from Muskegon to Milwaukee that can
shave two to three days off shipments to the West
Coast and Asia.

WORLD-CLASS FARMERS MARKET AND
FOOD INCUBATOR
The expansive new indoor-outdoor Muskegon Farmers
Market draws up to 12,000 visitors a week to its 160
stalls – providing both a source of ingredients and
ready-made retail outlet for entrepreneurs capitalizing on the area’s rapidly growing food landscape.
The market is home to Kitchen 242, an incubator and
educational kitchen that offers top-notch space and
equipment at highly affordable hourly rates.

A FEW FOOD COMPANES
IN WEST MICHIGAN
Gerber Baby Products
Cheese Lady
Continental Dairy Facilities
Cole’s
Den Dulk Dairy Farms
R.W. Bakers
Hazekamp’s Premier Foods
La Colombe
Love Bites Treatery
Peterson Farms
Swanson Pickle Company
Bodhi Tree Market
Fresco Mercato
WE’RE IDEAL FOR…
Bakeries
Fruit and Vegetable Processors
Juice Processors
Coffee Roasters
Fancy Food Makers
Cheese, Ice Cream, Yogurt
Cereal and Granola Makers
Breweries and Distilleries
Gluten-Free, Vegan, Organic
Ethnic Foods
Gourmet Pet Foods
Meat and Poultry Processors

FOOD SCIENCE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
AND CULINARY INSTITUTE
Muskegon Community College offers a Food Science
Certificate ideal for workforce development, and
will soon be offering a two-year degree that
will be 100% transferrable to a four-year degree
through Michigan State University. Baker College’s
Culinary Institute of Michigan is also located right
in downtown Muskegon. We are educating the
next generation of talent for the food industry.

WE’RE READY TO HELP

If you are a food company considering
relocating, expanding or starting up, please
reach out. We’re ready to help you join the
momentum in Muskegon. Watch us go!
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