MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AMENDED REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

November 19, 2020 – 3:30 PM
Electronic via Zoom

Susie Hughes, Chair
Gary Foster, Vice-Chair

Connect to Zoom from your computer, tablet or smartphone at:
https://zoom.us/s/91670399815?pwd=ZlZqcmljam5DbHZNWVpQUTRRWG1LUT09
Webinar ID: 916 7039 9815
Join Zoom by Phone:
Phone: (312) 626 6799 US
Passcode: 543674

To join the Zoom meeting, you must have a
valid Zoom, Facebook, or Google account

View the meeting on YouTube at:
https://www.co.muskegon.mi.us/1597/Board-Meeting-Videos

1)

Call to Order

2)

Invocation: Commissioner Rillastine Wilkins

3)

Pledge of Allegiance

4)

Roll Call

5)

Approval of Agenda

6)

Approval of the Regular Session Minutes of November 10, 2020

7)

Presentations:
Director of Public Health Kathy Moore – COVID-19

8)

Public Comment (on an agenda item)

9)

Committee/Board Reports – Ways & Means

10)

Chairman’s Report/Committee Liaison Reports
A) Department of Health and Human Services Board (term through 12/31/2023)
• Jim Fisher – (Reappointment)
B) Road Commission Board (term through 12/31/2026)
• John Dewolf (Reappointment)
C) Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee (term through 12/31/2023)
• Erin Schmitz (Amusement/Attraction Slot)
Public Comment

Persons may address the Commission during the time set aside for Public Comment or at any time by suspension of the rules. All
persons must address the commission and state their name for the record. Comments shall be limited to two (2) minutes for each
participant, unless time is extended prior to the public comment period by a vote of a majority of the commission.
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D) Veteran’s Advisory Committee (terms through 12/31/2024)
• Annette Davis (Open seat)
• Gary Foster (Open seat)
E) Proclamation for appreciation and admiration to election workers
F) Proclamation recognizing COVID-19 frontline workers
G) To extend the Declaration of a Local State of Emergency through December 8,
2020.
11)

Administrator’s Report
The following motion was Tabled on Tuesday, November 17, to be brought back at
Full Board on Thursday, November 19, 2020.
WM20/11 – 113 - To approve the repayment of $106,064.89 in unexpended CDBG
Housing Grant funds from prior years to the State of Michigan - MEDC and amend the
budget accordingly.

12)

Old Business

13)

New Business

14)

Public Comment

15)

Final Board Comments

16)

Adjournment

AMERICAN DISABILITY ACT POLICY FOR ACCESS TO OPEN MEETINGS OF THE MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND ANY OF
ITS COMMITTEES OR SUBCOMMITTEES
The County of Muskegon will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed
materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities who want to attend the meeting upon 24-hours’ notice to the County of Muskegon.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the County of Muskegon by writing or calling: Administration, 990 Terrace
Street, Muskegon, MI 49442 (231) 724-6520
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The Ways & Means Committee met on November 17, 2020, it was recommended and I move:

WM20/11 - 110

To approve payment of the accounts payable of $7,982,616.19
covering the period of October 23, 2020 through November 5, 2020
for checks as presented by the County Clerk.

WM20/11 – 111

To authorize Muskegon County to continue membership with the
Michigan Transit Pool for MATS Auto Liability Insurance coverage
for policy period 12/1/2020 through 11/30/2021 with an annual
contribution of $110,956.00 paid in quarterly installments.

WM20/11 – 112

To authorize Human Resources to proceed with the plan provision
changes required by MERS, effective January 1, 2021.
***WM20/11 – 113 Tabled to Full Board***

WM20/11 – 114

To enlist the services of a temporary consultant to provide FAA Part
139 documentation, airfield operations review, staff training, and
staff supervision until an Airport Manager or Airport Management
firm is hired to provide those services for the County, at a not-toexceed contract cost of $20,000 and amend the budget
accordingly. Permanent management is expected to be in place by
January, 2021.
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Muskegon County Full Board
Request for Board Approval
Requestor: Susie Hughes

Full Board Date: 11/19/2020

Requesting Department: Board of Commissioners
Budget:

Agenda Number:

Suggested Motion: (State the following exactly as it should appear in the minutes.)
To extend the Declaration of a Local State of Emergency through December 8, 2020.
Summary of Request: (General description of financing, other operational impact, possible alternatives.)

Michigan is continuing to experience illnesses and deaths due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the number of
cases of COVID-19 within Muskegon County has increased in recent weeks. The Michigan Occupational
Safety and Health Administration issued a statewide Emergency Order on November 15, 2020, regarding the
Coronavirus effective through December 8, 2020.
On November 16, 2020, the Muskegon County Board Chair declared a Local State of Emergency to reduce the
transmission among staff yet maintain the balance of providing essential and necessary governmental
operations and services while minimizing the spread of the virus and the negative impacts to County residents.
The Local Administrative Order will expire on November 22, 2020. It is necessary to extend the Local
Administrative Order by a vote of the Board of Commissioners through December 8, 2020.
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PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, elections are the foundation of our democracy and election officials work
tirelessly to protect this critical infrastructure while maintaining public confidence in the
outcome of our electoral processes; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic had a profound effect on the 2020 elections,
including keeping some of Muskegon County’s experienced poll workers home; and
WHEREAS, the County Clerk, City Clerks, and Township Clerks and their teams steered
our community through an unprecedented election season, including helping people
navigate the absentee voting process and continuously improving their own internal
processes to improve safety in our elections; and
WHEREAS, educating the public, recruiting, and training poll workers required long
hours and creativity; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic created complexities in the administration of
elections requiring election officials to conduct accurate and timely elections while
protecting the safety of election workers and the voting public; and
WHEREAS, thanks to their valiant efforts, there were a record number of absentee
ballots returned in Muskegon County from all of the busy polling sites on Election Day;
and
WHEREAS, in order to recognize the heroic efforts made by election administrators and
poll workers, the County of Muskegon urges voters, businesses, organizations, public
officials, and all candidates for public office across our state to join in celebrating and
thanking these individuals;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Muskegon County Board of
Commissioners extends its appreciation and admiration for the election officials and
workers of this county and the vital services that they perform in conducting this
country’s elections.

Muskegon County Board of Commissioners
Susie Hughes, Chair
Gary Foster, Vice-Chair
Marcia Hovey-Wright
Zach Lahring
Kenneth Mahoney
Charles Nash
Robert Scolnik
I. John Snider, II
Rillastine Wilkins
November 19, 2020
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PROCLAMATION
Recognizing COVID-19 frontline workers
WHEREAS, our nation is experiencing one of the worst pandemics in its history as a
result of the COVID-19 novel coronavirus; and
WHEREAS, those who have chosen the professions of healthcare, food service,
childcare and transportation and more are on the frontlines and have answered the call
to serve our community during this pandemic; and
WHEREAS, physicians, nurses, health aids, firefighters, EMTs, paramedics, and all
medical professionals have put themselves in harm’s way to care for their patients,
COVID-19 or otherwise; and
WHEREAS, firefighters, EMTs, paramedics, emergency dispatchers, security guards,
corrections officers, and law enforcement officers have continued to meet their existing
responsibilities to maintain safety and public health while overcoming staggering new
COVID-19 challenges; and
WHEREAS, farmers, farm workers, fast food workers, restaurant workers, food
processing workers, and grocery store employees have ensured there is food available
to put on the table to feed our families during this pandemic; and
WHEREAS, communication workers have maintained networks that are stressed beyond
their limits so that we are able to access the best information and stay as connected as
possible through phone, cable, and internet amidst physical isolation; and
WHEREAS, truck drivers, commercial pilots, and food and supply distribution center
workers have maintained critical supply chains, supporting the production and
distribution of medical supplies, personal protective equipment, medication, food, and
more; and
WHEREAS, sanitation, custodial, janitorial, and cleaning service workers play a critical
role in minimizing the spread of COVID-19, particularly in places that must remain open
including hospitals, airports, and grocery stores; and
WHEREAS, local, State, and Federal employees have upheld key government functions
and services, which have become more overwhelmed during COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, childcare workers have continued to care for the children of essential
personnel, allowing them to meet their obligations and continue their critical work; and
WHEREAS, United States Postal Service employees and other carriers have maintained
our nation’s delivery and communications network, connecting millions of homes,
supporting economic activity, and delivering critical goods, including prescription
medications; and
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WHEREAS, construction workers, electrical workers, steelworkers, carpenters,
millwrights, utility workers, machinists, ironworkers, and other laborers have continued
to work on infrastructure that must be constantly maintained; and
WHEREAS, the frontline workers are serving our community with a reverence for human
life and individual dignity; and
WHEREAS, these professionals continue to perform critical and essential missions to
protect the health and safety of our community;
WHEREAS, healthcare workers and many frontline workers are dedicated to relieving
pain and suffering, while risking their own lives and the well-being of their families; and
WHEREAS, the sick of our community, whether afflicted with the COVID-19 novel
coronavirus or suffering with another illness, are treated and tended to by devoted
healthcare workers, who surround and support our sick loved ones when family is not
allowed by their bedside; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Muskegon County Board of
Commissioners do hereby honor and extend our deepest thanks and gratitude to the
frontline workers of our community for their heroic efforts; and recognize their spirit
and love shown to their fellow man during the COVID-19 pandemic; and further
encourage all residents of Muskegon County to acknowledge these workers for their
devotion to the well-being of our citizens.

Muskegon County Board of Commissioners
Susie Hughes, Chair
Gary Foster, Vice-Chair
Marcia Hovey-Wright
Zach Lahring
Kenneth Mahoney
Charles Nash
Robert Scolnik
I. John Snider, II
Rillastine Wilkins
November 19, 2020
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Declaration of a Local State of Emergency
by the Chairperson of the County Board of Commissioners
To:

Commanding Officer – Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division, MSP
District 6 Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division Coordinator

WHEREAS, Michigan is continuing to experience illnesses and deaths due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and the number of cases of COVID-19 within Muskegon County has increased in recent weeks.
WHEREAS, under Section 10 of the Emergency Management Act ("EMA"), Act 390 of 1976, MCL
30.401 et seq., I am authorized to declare a local state of emergency and am empowered to implement
measures to provide for the health and safety of persons and property in the County, which will end 7
days after the date of this declaration unless the County Board of Commissioners consents to the
continuation of the state of emergency for a designated period of time.
THEREFORE, as Chairperson of the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners, in accordance with
Section 10 of the EMA, I hereby declare that a “state of emergency” exists within the County.
BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that the Muskegon County Administrator, or the Assistant County
Administrator in his absence, is authorized to impose, modify, or authorize exceptions to any existing
County policy or established practice as necessary to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, including
but not limited to strategies to reduce transmission among staff, protect people at higher risk for
adverse health complications, and to balance the maintenance of essential and necessary governmental
operations and services while minimizing the spread of the virus and the negative impacts to County
residents. These powers include, but are not limited to, restricting access to facilities (including
requiring members of the public to schedule an appointment for in-person services), reassigning
employment duties, acquiring new software, authorizing County-funded work from remote locations,
waiving or reducing certain approved County fees to the public, as well as making necessary
emergency expenditures to acquire necessary facilities or supplies. The Administrator or the Assistant
Administrator must document and report all such measures taken to the Board, which retains control to
reverse or modify any such measures.
BE IT FURTHER DECLARED that this Local State of Emergency will end 7 days after the date of this
declaration unless the County Board of Commissioners consents to the continuation of the state of
emergency for a designated period of time.

Date: November 16, 2020

___________________________
Susie Hughes, Chairperson
Muskegon County Board of Commissioners

86083:00006:5125963-1
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Muskegon County Ways & Means Committee
Request for Board Consideration

Requestor: Tim Burgess

Committee Date: 11/17/1920

Requesting Department: Treasurer

Full Board Date: 11/19/1920

Budget: Non-Budgeted

Agenda Number: WM20/11 - 113

Suggested Motion: (State the following exactly as it should appear in the minutes.)
Move to approve the repayment of $106,064.89 in unexpended CDBG Housing Grant funds from prior years to
the State of Michigan - MEDC and amend the budget accordingly.
Summary of Request: (General description of financing, other operational impact, possible alternatives.)

The County received CDBG funds from 2014-2020. These funds are to be used for housing rehabilitation
expenses for qualifying homeowners in non-entitlement communities. The grant years run 7/1 - 6/30. In any
program grant year where funds received were greater than $35,000 and were not completely expended in the
year following the program year, those remaining funds must be remitted back to the State if they cannot be
used for additional rehabilitation projects. Based on the activity during this time period, the following years
require repayment:
07/14 - 06/15
07/16 - 06/17
07/19 - 06/20
Total

$1,755.00
$49,035.28
$55,274.61
$106,064.89

The CDBG Housing Grant fund (2470) has sufficient cash on hand to make this payment back to the State,
however the expenditure associated with this transfer of funds was not budgeted in FY2021. Therefore, a
budget amendment is necessary to allow for this disbursement of funds.

Kristen Wade, HR Director Analysis Required? No

Beth Dick, Finance Director/Management Analysis:

✓
Michael Homier, Corporate Counsel Analysis Required?

Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator Recommendation:

No

❏
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