
MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Community Development / Strategic Planning Committee 
AMENDED AGENDA 

 

 

July 20, 2021 - 4:00 p.m. Doug Brown, Chairman 

Hall of Justice, 4th Floor Susie Hughes, Vice-Chair 

990 Terrace, Muskegon, MI 

 
The Public may attend via Zoom - Connect to Zoom from your computer, tablet or smartphone at: 

https://zoom.us/j/93255842463?pwd=VmVQWmhWUCs3WEtVTzJEWk9iVGVjdz09 

Phone: (312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID:  932 5584 2463 

Passcode:  276385 

   
View the meeting on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/MuskegonCountyMI 

 

1) Call to Order 

2) Roll Call  

3) Approval of Minutes of June 17, 2021 

4) Public Comment (on an agenda item) 

5) Items for Consideration 

 
CDSP21/07 – 17 (Public Works/Matt Farrar) To approve the sale of Lot 15 in the County’s Business Park 

North for $5,000 per acre to D & J Sewer Cleaning, and authorize the Chair to sign the 
purchase agreement contingent on Corporate Counsel approval, and further authorize the 
Public Works Director to sign the Notice of Probable Sale to EPA and EGLE and the 
closing documents.  

 
CDSP21/07 – 18 (Public Works/Matt Farrar) To authorize staff to contract with Lisa Vela of Five Star Real 

Estate to sell proposed lots 25 and 26 of Business Park North contingent on corporate 
counsel’s approval of the contract and further authorize the Chair to sign the agreement 

6) Unfinished Business 

7) New Business  

 Proclamation for Holton’s 150th anniversary celebration 

8) Public Comment 

9) Final Board Comment 

10) Adjourn (call of the Chair) 

    



MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Community Development & Strategic Planning Committee 
 

June 17, 2021 Doug Brown, Chair 

4:00 p.m. via Zoom or Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, Muskegon, MI            Susie Hughes, Vice-Chair 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Hughes at 4:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Kim Cyr (Twin Lake), Marcia Hovey-Wright (Muskegon), Zach Lahring (Muskegon), 

Charles Nash (Muskegon), Bob Scolnik (Norton Shores), Rillastine Wilkins (Muskegon), 
Malinda Pego (Grand Haven), Susie Hughes (Muskegon Township) 

Excused: Doug Brown 

Also Present: Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator; Kathy Tharp, Administrative Coordinator 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, supported by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the minutes of 
the May 13, 2021, meeting as written.        Motion carried. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes:     Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zach Lahring, Charles Nash, Malinda Pego, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins,  

Kim Cyr, Susie Hughes 
No: None           Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
CDSP21/06 - 14 It was moved by Commissioner Nash, supported by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve 

the resolution and project agreement for grant #TF20-0124 authorizing the Muskegon 
County Parks Department to accept a grant from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund for the Nugent Sands Property Acquisition South Project (Phase I) located in 
Norton Shores, Michigan, and to have the Chairman of the Board sign the grant 
agreement. 

Roll Call: 
Yes:     Zach Lahring, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Kim Cyr, Marcia Hovey-Wright,  

Susie Hughes 
No: Malinda Pego          Motion carried. 
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CDSP21/06 - 15 It was moved by Commissioner Nash, supported by Chairman Scolnik, to authorize staff 
to issue a request for bids for the Dune Harbor Park parking lots on South Pond. 

 
Roll Call: 
Yes:    Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Kim Cyr, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zach Lahring,  

Susie Hughes 
No: Malinda Pego          Motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
CDSP21/06 – 16 It was moved by Commissioner Cyr, supported by Commissioner Pego, to remove the 

language on the agenda regarding capacity limits in the boardroom; remove the mask 
requirement previously approved by the board for committee and full board meetings; 
and follow the recommendations made by MDHHS beginning June 22, 2021. 

 
Roll Call: 
Yes:    Charles Nash, Malinda Pego, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Kim Cyr, Marcia Hovey-Wright,  

Zach Lahring, Susie Hughes 
No: None           Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
FINAL BOARD COMMENT 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Community Development & Strategic Planning Committee, 
the meeting adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 
 
 

3 



Muskegon   County   Community   Development   /   
Strategic   Planning   Committee   

Request   for   Board   Approval   
  

  
Suggested   Motion:     (State   the   following   exactly   as   it   should   appear   in   the   minutes.)   

Move   to   approve   the   sale   of   Lot   15   in   the   County’s   Business   Park   North   for   $5,000   per   acre   to   D   &   J   Sewer   
Cleaning,   and   authorize   the   Chair   to   sign   the   purchase   agreement   contingent   on   Corporate   Counsel   approval,   
and   further   authorize   the   Public   Works   Director   to   sign   the   Notice   of   Probable   Sale   to   EPA   and   EGLE   and   the   
closing   documents.     

  
Summary   of   Request:     (General   description   of   financing,   other   operational   impact,   possible   alternatives.)   

D   &   J   Sewer   Cleaning   has   offered   to   purchase   lots   15   in   the   County’s   Business   Park   North   for   $5,000   per   acre.   
This   is   the   same   price   as   the   other   lots   abutting   lot   15   were   approved   for.    

  
Staff   recommends   acceptance   of   this   offer   and   approval   of   a   purchase   agreement   contingent   on   Corporate   
Counsel’s   approval.   
  
  

  

Requestor:    Matthew   Farrar   Committee   Date:    2021-07-20   

Requesting   Department:    Public   Works   Full   Board   Date:    2021-07-27   

Budget:     Agenda   Number:     CDSP21/07   -   17   

Kristen   Wade,   HR   Director   Analysis   Required?    No   Beth   Dick,   Finance   Director/Management   Analysis:     

  

Michael   Homier,   Corporate   Counsel   Analysis   Required?   
Yes   
  

Michael   Homier   

Mark   Eisenbarth,   County   Administrator   Recommendation:     
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Muskegon   County   Community   Development   /   
Strategic   Planning   Committee   

Request   for   Board   Approval   
  

  
Suggested   Motion:     (State   the   following   exactly   as   it   should   appear   in   the   minutes.)   

Move   to   authorize   staff   to   contract   with   Lisa   Vela   of   Five   Star   Real   Estate   to   sell   proposed   lots   25   and   26   of   
Business   Park   North   contingent   on   corporate   counsel’s   approval   of   the   contract   and   further   authorize   the   Chair   
to   sign   the   agreement.   

  
Summary   of   Request:     (General   description   of   financing,   other   operational   impact,   possible   alternatives.)   

Staff   requests   authorization   to   hire   Lisa   Vela   of   Five   Star   Real   Estate   to   list   and   sell   vacant   property   acquired   
by   the   County   as   part   of   the   Business   Park   North.     

  
The   vacant   property   is   located   at   Central   and   River   Roads   and   consists   of   proposed   lots   25   (20.7   acres)   and   
26   (15.8   acres)   outlined   on   the   attached   preliminary   survey.    The   area   is   residential.    Working   with   Muskegon   
Area   First,   the   County   has   been   successful   in   selling   lots   located   in   the   Industrial   Park   of   Business   Park   North.   
However,   we   do   not   have   the   resources   to   market   and   move   the   vacant   land   in   the   residential   areas.     

  
The   Land   Bank   procured   Lisa   Vela   of   Five   Star   Real   Estate   through   a   competitive   process.    Rather   than   
issuing   an   RFP   and   going   through   a   lengthy   selection   process,   staff   requests   authorization   to   use   the   current   
Lank   Bank   realtor.     

  
Staff   does   not   know   the   value   of   this   vacant   land.    Mrs.   Vela   is   willing   to   do   the   market   research   if   assured   the   
sales   listing.    Therefore,   if   the   Commission   agrees   to   use   the   Land   Bank   Realtor,   she   will   perform   the   research   
and   due   diligence   and   recommend   a   sale   price   that   will   go   before   the   Commission   at   a   later   date.   
  
  

  

Requestor:    Matthew   Farrar   Committee   Date:    2021-07-20   

Requesting   Department:    Public   Works   Full   Board   Date:    2021-07-27   

Budget:     Agenda   Number:     CDSP21/07   -   18   

Kristen   Wade,   HR   Director   Analysis   Required?    No   Beth   Dick,   Finance   Director/Management   Analysis:     

  

Michael   Homier,   Corporate   Counsel   Analysis   Required?   
Yes   

Mark   Eisenbarth,   County   Administrator   Recommendation:     
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PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, Holton Township is a civil township of Muskegon County in the state of 
Michigan which encompasses the community of Brunswick, and is surrounded by 
Sheridan Township on the east, Bridgeton Township on the southeast, Cedar Creek 
Township on the south, Blue Lake Township on the west, Otto Township on the 
northwest, and Greenwood Township on the north; and 

WHEREAS, Holton Township has a population of 2,576 people and covers an area of 
35.7 square miles, including 320 acres of water and rests a mere 15 miles from Lake 
Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, Holton Township was platted and named for Henry H. Holt, a Muskegon 
County delegate to the State Constitutional Convention in 1867, and Lieutenant 
Governor of the State of Michigan from 1873-1876; and 

WHEREAS, the 150th anniversary celebration will coincide with the 40th anniversary of 
Holton Days annual festival; and 

WHEREAS, Holton Township was established in 1871; and 

WHEREAS, the Holton Township Post Office was established in February 1872; and 

WHEREAS, the Pere Marquette Railway line between Muskegon and White Cloud was 
founded in 1875 and transported passengers and mail north to Hesperia; and 

WHEREAS, Holton Township, the home of the Holton Red Devils, have earned state 
titles in Volleyball and Baseball; and 

WHEREAS, within a 100-mile radius Holton Township has access to major universities, 
numerous colleges, community colleges and technical schools; and 

WHEREAS, Holton Township rejoices in the four seasons: springs with bright afternoons 
at the parks; summer afternoons filled with cumulus clouds and lightning zigzagging 
across the sky; autumns with rich colors deep among the oak and maple tree forests; 
and winters where snow glistens on the tips of the evergreens,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Muskegon Board of Commissioners 
recognizes July 31, 2021 as the 150th anniversary of Holton Township, Michigan. 

 

 
Muskegon County Board of Commissioners 
Robert Scolnik, Chair - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Charles Nash, Vice-Chair - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Rillastine Wilkins - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Marcia Hovey-Wright - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Susie Hughes - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Zach Lahring - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Malinda Pego - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Doug Brown - Vote: Aye/Nay 
Kim Cyr - Vote: Aye/Nay 

March 31, 2021 

tharpka
Typewriter
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